HSPS 2651: Latin America in Transition
Fall 2016
Syllabus

Time: T & TH 9:30-10:45AM
Location: HILL 001
Instructor: Dr. Ñusta Carranza Ko

        Office Hours: 

Office: HILL 204B  



        Mon.: 2:30-3:15 PM; Tue.: 10:45-11:30 AM 

Email: n-carranzako@onu.edu 





Course Description 
This course offers a survey of Latin American politics in transition. It is understood that students have at least a general understanding of Latin American culture, history, and politics prior to taking this course. The course is designed to provide students with a familiarity for understanding the fundamental concepts, theories, and debates in Latin American politics, with an emphasis on the contemporary period. Throughout the course, students will be exposed to material related to history, economy, society, and the environment, all related to Latin America. Students will interact with topics mainly through their readings, lectures, presentations, debates, simulations, discussions, and assignments.
Course Learning Outcomes

This will be a reading, writing, discussion, and student-engagement intensive class designed to develop your critical thinking skills. At the end of this course students should be able to:

· Discuss, raise questions, and present oral and written arguments on the existing thematic debates in Latin American politics  

· Summarize and evaluate the status of various issues and topics in Latin America through various existing theoretical perspectives
Required Text
There is one required text for this course, which should be available at University Bookstores. 
· Richard L. Millet, Jennifer S. Holmes, and Orlando J. Perez. 2015. Latin American Democracy: Emerging Reality or Endangered Species? Keith 2nd ed. New York: Routledge.  
· Please also keep in mind that extra readings may be added throughout the semester. 
Course Resources

Writing Resources: 
· Ohio Northern University Writing Center: http://www.onu.edu/academics/resources/the_writing_center
Evaluation Procedures
The criteria for evaluation and the specified percentages to be used in the computation of each student’s final course grade are:

Criteria

       


Percentage                   
Reading Questions



15%

Current Events




10%

Participation 




15%
Research Paper                    


30%
Bibliography and Citation



10%
Mid-term Exam




20%
Reading Questions (15%)

Due date: On the day of the class pertaining to the reading

During the semester, students will be given reading guideline sheets to help them better understand the material for the course. These sheets will consist of a set of questions (a total of 1 page) and will need to be completed by the students before the class corresponding to the reading. Remember that you are answering the questions based on the readings and not simply stating your own opinion about a political issue. Also, keep in mind that we will be going over the reading questions and discussing them in class during the day of the class pertaining to the reading. A total of 2 reading sheets (at most) will be provided throughout the semester. Failure to bring a completed reading question sheet will result negatively on the student’s grade.

Current Event (10%) 

Due date: bi-monthly *assignment contains a presentation and a writing component*

Starting from the second week, for each class students will collect/find one news article and be prepared to present it in front of the class. Students will be responsible to introduce a news material related to Latin American politics. The news can be one that discusses the region of Latin America as a whole or a specific country within the region. Students will summarize the news, citing the sources from where they obtained the information, and provide a question for the class (to discuss) at the end of their presentation. Sign-up sheets will be available during the first week of class and the presentation will take no longer than 7 minutes.

The student will also need to present a written response to the news material, consisting of 1 paragraph (please limit it to 4 sentences), where they summarize the news and state their opinion in regards to the news (whether you agree/disagree). The written response should also cite the sources from where the student obtained the information. Any standard citation format will be accepted (e.g. APA, MLA, Chicago, or APSA). The paper should be approximately half a page in length, 12 font Times New Roman, double spaced, 1 inch margins, and with page numbers.
· *Students will be responsible for turning in only ONE written response to a news material.* 

Sources of information for consultation are any major newspapers, news media outlets, and SNS news updates from well recognized international non-governmental organizations. Some of these examples include: The New York Times and The Boston Globe; BBC (http://www.bbc.com/news/) and CNN (http://www.cnn.com/); and Human Rights Watch (http://www.hrw.org/news) and Amnesty International (http://www.amnesty.org/en/news).

(Basic grading scale: 5= outstanding work; 4= good work; 3= satisfactory; 2= some lack of clarity or slight misunderstanding; 1= misunderstanding or lack of effort that is so significant that you should talk with the professor; 0= assignment not submitted)
Participation and Attendance (15%)

Attendance is required and students are expected to be present at all class meetings. Please turn off your phones and refrain from using your devices (ipad/tablets) in class. If you are using a technological device (tablets or computers) please focus on using it for class purposes. Students engaging or working on other material irrelevant to class may be asked to refrain from using their technological devices for the entire semester.
Participation is more than class attendance. Active engagement in class discussions (including guest lectures), an effective presentation of current events, and role-playing (simulation activities) all count towards a student’s participation grade. To do so, students should do the assigned readings in advance and come ready to consider the main topics of the day and refrain from distracting other students in class with the usage of their devices. 

During each class, students grouped in 2-4 people, will be handed a 2 x 4 index card. Students will be responsible for writing their names at the top right hand corner of the index card and a 3-4 sentence response to a discussion question or questions that will be provided during class. The class will then hold a discussion and one student representing each group will have the opportunity to share their answers in class. Unless the work is deficient, illegible, and incoherent, a completed discussion question will receive full credit. This requires the student to attend class to receive the question, discuss it openly in class, and to hand in the index card in class. 

At times, students will be asked to engage in a role-playing activity. In such cases, students will be asked to research on their own time outside of class the role they are playing and what kinds of decisions are likely to be made in their roles. Handouts and cue sheets will be provided in advance for guidance. Additional office hours may be provided to better assist students with their roles. The success of the role-playing activity will depend on the level of student preparation. Unless the student’s performance is incoherent and unprepared, they will receive full credit. 

Research Paper and Presentation (30%)

Due date: Week of December 6 
For the research paper and presentation, students will be asked to come up with a research question related to a specific country in Latin America, NOT discussed in the course outline OR THE BOOK, and present their research. Below are some possible topics that may be of interest. If you are attempting to write a paper and present on a topic that covers the entire region, I would highly suggest you to consider a topic related to the Organization of American States.
Topics:

Democratic Consolidation

Crime and Violence (Drug War; Crime and Citizen Security)

Human Rights Violations (Femicide, Torture, Disappearance, Repressive Dictatorship Period, the Condor Trials, and others) 

Race, Ethnicity, and Post-colonialism (Indigenous Mobilization; Race and Inequality)
Rise of Leftist Political Parties
Corruption 
The paper should include: 

1. Brief introduction that introduces the topic, relates it to the region or country; states the goal of the paper (thesis statement); why the topic may be important; and includes a roadmap: “in this paper I will discuss xyz... in 123 order…” (1 paragraph)
2. Overview of the topic with more specific definitions within the context of the region or country (1-2 paragraphs)
3. Brief literature review: Identify at least 2 different perspectives that emerged related to the topic: for instance, if you are regarding the relationship between inequality and postcolonialism, you may want to include both the perspective from scholars who argue in favor of this connection and others who go against this idea

· *It is crucial that you include citations from JOURNAL ARTICLES and BOOKS in this section.*
(2-2.5 paragraphs)
4. Analysis of the topic: remember to use scholarly material to analyze the topic being discussed. It is important that your argument and analysis is WELL supported by research.
(4 paragraphs)
· If you are analyzing for instance, the growing levels of femicide in Mexico, you may also want to include possible alternative policy recommendations, either echoing already published work or from your own perspective. 
      5. Concluding paragraph

Format: 

1) 6-8 pages (excluding title page but inclusive of references page) 

2) 12 font Times New Roman, double spaced, 1 inch margins, and with page numbers 

3) American Political Science Association (APSA) citation and reference format (or any other acceptable citation format: MLA or APA)
http://www.apsanet.org/files/APSAStyleManual2006.pdf. 

Chronology of deadlines: 

· September 27, 12 p.m.: The topic (just the name) submitted for review in person (written hard copy) 
· October 18, 12 p.m.: An outline of the presentation for review by hard copy during class or in person at my office. They will be used to examine whether or not the student has made progress in their work. 

· November 29, 10:45-12:00 p.m.: Optional peer-review writing help session held. This session is intended for those students who would like feedback on their work. Sign-up sheets for the optional peer-review session, where students come with a near finished draft of their paper, will be made available on November 2. The session is optional and students will not be penalized for not attending the session. However, please do keep in mind that, peer-review sessions gives you the possibility to hear more feedback on your writing, to make last minute changes, and to also improve your work significantly.

· December 6, December 8: Presentation (ALL STUDENTS MUST PRESENT THEIR RESEARCH THIS WEEK)
The presentation will need to include the following information

1. A slide with an outline of the presentation (I. Introduction II. Topic…. Etc.)

2. A slide showing the importance of the topic, including definitions of the concepts and other necessary material to clarify the topic

3. A slide that relates the issue topic to your country and why it is important for you to present on this matter

· A detailed research of the historical, economic, and social context of your country related to the topic

4. A slide with an analysis of the issue concerns and a presentation of the student’s own perspective or viewpoint of this topic

5. A question at the end of the presentation for the class to discuss related to the topic

6. And a slide containing the bibliography used for the research presentation

Bibliography and Citation (10%)

Due date: November 15, 2016 (IN-CLASS)

For the purposes of getting students prepared for the research presentation, students will need to complete a bibliography and citation assignment. The assignment will consist of a short list of exercises to aide students, who are new to academic research presentations. This will include an annotated bibliography exercise. 
*Students will NEED to use the sources they have found for the bibliography and citation exercise for their research presentations*

Midterm Exam (20%)

There is only one exam for the course. The midterm exam will be in the form of a set of identification terms, multiple choice matching, and long answer (essay) response to questions pertinent to the lectures and assigned readings. Students are expected to write the necessary response in complete sentences to be able to obtain the full point for each question. Success on the exams will almost certainly require class attendance and keeping up with the daily and weekly reading assignments. 

Grading Scale

	A+       97-100%

A
96-93

A-
90-92


	B+
87-89

B
83-86

B-
80-82


	C+
77-79

C
73-76

C-
70-72


	D+
67-69

D
63-66

D-
60-62

F
0-59


Late Policy

Late assignments will be subject to a 10% penalty per day, starting with the due date. Extensions will be granted only under extenuating circumstances. In those instances, please contact me as soon as you know there is a problem so we can work out an alternative plan.  

Student Disability

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please check with Disability Resources Office. It is the student’s responsibility to notify the university of an impairment or condition that may require classroom modifications. The university must be notified prior to any accommodations can be made in the class. Please also make an appointment with me within the first two (2) weeks of the semester in order to discuss such issues.

Academic Integrity
Plagiarism, cheating, etc.: absolutely no form of academic dishonesty will be tolerated. All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the university.  If you are unsure about plagiarism, please see me. Find below the official wording of academic code of conduct from the Student Handbook:

“The University has a duty to protect and strengthen its educational purpose by establishing standards of scholarship and conduct for students. The University expects its students to conduct themselves as mature members of the academic community, and it assumes that individually and collectively students will discourage acts of cheating. Academic offenses involving examinations, written work submitted for evaluation, improper knowledge of the contents of an examination, misrepresentation of facts relevant to academic matters, and all forms of improper or unethical conduct are subject to established adjudication procedures.”

Questions, Office Hours, and Outside Help
Please ask questions at any time during class regarding material you find unclear, interesting, or requiring more explanation. Studying a new field may often times be challenging and chances are others will be wondering about the same things. I encourage you to view it as an opportunity to engage in the material by discussing it with the instructor and with other classmates. If you have any questions regarding the course, please feel free to stop by my office, ask me before or after class, or via email. 

Course Caveat

Revisions of the syllabus (including assignments, papers, and lectures) may occur during the course of the semester at the instructor’s discretion and students will be notified in advance of such changes.

Course Outline and Assigned Readings

1st week (Aug. 23)
Introduction to Latin American Politics 
2nd week (August 30)

Democracy in Latin America
Reading: Millet, Holmes, and Perez, Ch. 1-2
3rd week (September 6)

Measuring Democratic Political Culture
Reading: Millet, Holmes, and Perez, Ch. 3
Reading: Booth and Richards, Ch. 4 (to be uploaded later)
4th week (September 13)

Latin America and Authoritarianism 
Reading: Booth and Richards, Ch. 3 (to be uploaded later)
5th week (September 20)

Rule of Law in Latin America

Reading: Lessa, Francesca, Tricia D. Olsen, Leigh A. Payne, Gabriel Pereira, and Andrew Reiter. 2014. “Overcoming Impunity: Pathways to Accountability in Latin America.” International Journal of Transitional Justice 8: 75-98. (to be uploaded later)
Reading: Lessa, Francesca. 2011. “The Politics of Transitional Justice in Argentina and Uruguay (1983-2010).” (to be uploaded later)

· *READING QUESTION SHEET DUE*

6th week (September 27)

Rule of Law and Corruption in Latin America 

Reading: Millet, Holmes, and Perez, Ch. 6

· *Presentation TOPIC DUE September 27*
7th week (October 4)

· October 6: Midterm Exam
Decentralization and Local Government in Latin America
Reading: Millet, Holmes, and Perez, Ch. 9
8th week (October 13)

· October 11: NO CLASS: FALL BREAK

Decentralization and Local Government in Latin America

· *Possible Video Assignment on the FARC In-Class*
9th week (October 18) 

Democracy and Populism in the Andes: A Problematic Coexistence
Reading: Millet, Holmes, and Perez, Ch. 11

· October 18: PAPER OUTLINE DUE
10th week (October 25)

Indigenous Mobilization and Democracy in Latin America
Reading: Millet, Holmes, and Perez, Ch. 12
11th week (November 1)

Social Movements in Latin America
Reading: Booth and Richards, Ch. 14
12th week (November 8)

Women and Politics in Latin America
Reading: Millet, Holmes, and Perez, Ch. 112
Reading: Icken Safa, Helen. 1990. “Women’s Social Movements in Latin America.” Gender and Society 4 (3): 354-369.

https://www.amherst.edu/system/files/media/1629/women%20soci%20mvt%20LA-%20Safa.pdf
· *READING QUESTION SHEET DUE*

13th week (November 15)

Crime and Citizen Security: Democracy’s Achilles’ Heel
Reading: Millet, Holmes, and Perez, Ch. 13
*Possible In-class video on Crime in Latin America*

· *BIBLIOGRAPHY AND CITATION EXERCISE DUE: November 15*

· November 21-25: NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING RECESS 
14th week (November 29)
Chinese Influence on Latin America: Challenges and Opportunities 
Reading: Millet, Holmes, and Perez, Ch. 16

15th week (December 6) 

· RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS!

1

